Presidential Update for November 18, 2024:

Since our last conversation, so many things have transpired in our
greater Birmingham community.

1. On November 2, FAAGB had our first Charity Golf Tournament
created to raise money for our Empowering Dream Scholarship
Fund. We attribute all the success of this event to the
wonderful organizers (Freddie Rapadas, Ricky Isip, and Gabby
Sapalaran), sponsors (Golf Galaxy, State Farm Insurance,
Allstate Insurance, FARR Elights Services LLC, PNAAL, Paris
Salon, Dr. Cherrie Herrera, Sapalaran Family, and Arquitola
Family), and 30 participants. We could not have done any of
this without all your charitable commitment and dedication.

2. Let us welcome Sammi Buhanan, current president of the UAB
FIL-O student organization, for heading our Youth Committee.
Serving alongside Sammi are two other students, Ligaya Gapud
and Pauline Gan Lim. Together they will find ways to get more
young people actively involved in our organizational activities.
More power to them!

3. Our FAAGB Christmas Choir is back caroling this holiday
season. Thanks so much to all the families who have
sponsored to host our choir. All monetary proceeds from our
caroling gigs this year will help create a Disaster Relief Fund for
typhoon victims in the Philippines and add to our ongoing
scholarship fund.

4. We are finalizing details for our Christmas Party on December
15 at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens Auditorium. Our
event this year will be from 3-7pm. Once again, we will be
collecting new unwrapped toys for children in need. This will



be the 20" Annual Toy Drive by The Circle of Love Organization
whose goal this year is to gather 4,800 toys for 800 needy
children.
We will be taking reservations for anyone who wishes to attend
our Christmas Party this year. Please visit our website for more
information at https://faagb.org.
Buffet prices are as follows:

e Adults (13 years old and up) - $15 per person

e Children (6 - 12 years old) - $8 per child

e Children (5 years and under) - Free

5. On other community events, this year is the 10" Annual
Simbang Gabi in Birmingham. Everyone is invited to attend
these eucharistic Masses starting on Friday, December 13 and
culminating on Saturday, December 21 at St. Peter the Apostle
Catholic Church. For more information, please contact Gabby
Sapalaran at gsapalaran88@gmail.com.

May all of you have a blessed Thanksgiving with family and love
ones!

Marcie Braden
FAAGB President, 2024-2025
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